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“So you speak Arable,” said Sinan,
“Good; our loving converse will be
eal:ler. and for the rest--well, the
whi of women change, Now, you
meﬁgﬁ‘l of Balab-eddin, begone, lest

| 1 send you on a lenger fourney, and

tell your master that if ho darves to lift

! m “brethren, the knlghts Sir Godwin |

gly. Tastly Wult wade Godwin falt
In the middle of the bridge and gallop-

| ed down upon him at speed till within

| & lance's length, Then suddenly he

checked his horse and, while his andi-
ence shouted, wheeled it around on, Its

| hind legs, its fore hoofs beating the air,

his standards agalnst my walls my fedals |

shafl speak with him, By day and by
night not for one moment ghall he be
safe, Polson shall luik it his cup and a
dagger In his bed. If he would escape
death, therefore, let him hide himself
within the walls of his city of Damas-

!

and galloped back agaln,
iy galn, followed by
“All went well”” Wulf sald as they
rode to the castle, “and nobler or more
gentle horses were never crossed by
men, I have good hopes for tomorrow
uight. I shall do my best, and If ¥
fall, why, then, aet wpon your own

L]

ATl forpw of iuman agony and doom
were known to this people, but now
they were promised an unfamillar
#lght, that of Franklsh knights slaying
ench other in single combat beneath
the sllent moon. Bo they were happy, |
for to them this was a night of fes- |
tival, to be followed by a morrow of |
still greater festival, when thelr sul-
tan and thelr god took to himself this
atranger beauty as n wife,

Now the brethren were come to the
open space in front of the narrow
bridge, where tier on tler the multitude
were ranged, kept back from Iits cen

loosenod the great sword, in Ifs scab-
bard,

For the third thme the trumpets blew,
and from either end of that bridge, two
hundred pnces long, the knights flashed
toward each other like living bolts of
steel, Hollow rang the hoofs of the
horses upon the stonework, swifter
and swifter they flew, lower and low-
er bent the knights upon thelr sad.
dles. Now they were near, and now
they met, The spears seemed to shiver,
the horses to hustle together on the
narrow way and overhang its edge,
then on ecame the black horse toward
the inner city, and on sped Bmoke to-
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they were firat

n' thﬂt "
senk t0 the
companion unless

jen 80 to do.
ow some of the dals drew near the

o and consulted with their mas-

)

on what geemed to be a great mnat-

Stnan rose in fury.
| for thelr faces were troubled,
wently he gave an order, whereon
resumed thelr seats and messen-
s left the terrace. When they ap-
red again, in thelr company were
o noble looking Sarneens, who were

I bave chosen.”

“(reat words, worthy of the'great
assassin,” sald the ambassador.
“Great words, In truth, which shall
be followed by great deeds, What
chance hasg this lord of yours against a
nation sworn to obey to the death?
You.smile? Then come hither you-—
and yon.” And he summoned two of
his dals by name.

They rose and bowed before him,

“ghow these heretle dogs how you obey,
that thelr master may learn the power
of your master. You are old and weary
of life. Begone and awalt me in para-
dise.”

little,

n Then, straightening them-

by side and leapt into the abyss.

followed.
all would do if I bid them aslay bim.

Franks with you, who are my guests,

yowhave seen and of the state in which
you left thelr sister.
knights, woman."

So Masouda teanslated. Then God-
win answered through ber, ,

“We understand little of this matter,
who are ignorant of your tongue; but,
O Al-je-bal, ere we leave your shelter-
ing roof we bave a quarrel to settle
with the man Lozelle,

before.” i
Sinan answered:
. “As you will; 8o be It.”

The ojd men bowed again, trembling
selves, without a word they ran side
“His Salah-ed-din servants such ns
these?' asked Sinan (n the silence that
“Well, what they have done
Back, now; and, 1f you will, take these
that they may bear witness of what

Translate to the

After that, with
your permission, we will go, but not

“Now, my worthy servants,” he sald, |

brethren wandered into the garden and
drew by a roundabout rond to the tall
rock., Then, finding themselves alone,
they .unlocked the door aund, slipping
through it, locked it again on the far-
ther alde and groped thelr way to the
moonlit mouth of the cave, Here they
stood awhile studying the descent of
the gulf as best they could in that Nght
till suddenly Godwin, feeling a hand

upon his shoulder, started round to find
himself face to face with Masouda, ‘
' “How did you come?” he asked, ‘
“By a road In which ls your only
hope,” she answered, ‘“Now, 8ir God- |
win, waste no words, for my time I8 |
short, but {f you think that you ean,
trust me—and this 1 for you to judge— |
glve me the signet which hangs about |
your neck.” |
Thrusting down his hand between his |
mall shirt and bis breast, Godwin drow |
out the agclent 'ring and handed It to‘
Masouda.
“You trust indeed,” she said, with a |
little laugh, as she hid It In her bosom. | Wulf wheeled hy horse on the narrow
“Yes, lndy,” he answered, “I trust wall.
you, thongh why you should rlsk 80 ter by Iines of guards. On the flat
much for us I do not know.” | poofed houses algo they were crowded
“What is It to you, SBir Godwin, why | thick as swarming bees, ou the cir
a certaln woman spy of the assaseins, ' oling walls and on the battlementa that
whom in your own land you would spit | protected the far end of the bridge and
on, chooses to do this or that?” the houses of the outer city, Before
Bhe ceased and stood before him with  ¢he bridge was a low gateway, and
heaving breast and flashing eyes, & ypon Its roof sat the Al-je-bal, clad In
mysterious white figure In the moon- | g searlet™robe of festival, and by his
light most beantiful to see, gide, the moonlight gleaming on her
Godwin felt his heart stir and the | jewels, Rosamund, * In front, draped in
blood flow to his brow, but before he u pieh garment, a dagger of gems In
could speak Wulf broke in, saying: her dark hair, stood the Interpreter or
“You bade us spare words, Lady Ma-  vponth,” Masouda, and behind were
gouda, 8o tell us what we must do." dals and guards.

Look! Leoselle approached, reeling in
his maddle, as well he might, for the

‘| helm wag torn from his head and blood

ran from his skull where the lance had
grazed It
It‘S(xldh’.'m caught the horse and turned
“Another helm!” cried Lozelle.
“Nay,” asnswered B8inan; ‘“yonder
knight has lost his shield, New lances
~that is all.”
Bo they gave him a fresh lance, and
presently, at the blast of the trumpets,
again the horses were seen speediug to-
gether over the narrow way. They
met, and, lo, Lozelle, torn from his sad-
dle, but stlll clinging to the reins, was
flung backward, far backward, to fall
on the stonework of the bridge. Down,
too, beneath the mighty sshock went
his black horse, a huddled heap, and
Iay there struggling.
“Wulf will fall over him!” cried Ros-
amund., But Smoke did not fall. The
stalllon gathered Itself together—the
moonlight shone so clear that every
watcher saw It—and, since stop It could
not, leaped straight over the fallen
black horse—-aye, and over the rider
beyond-—and sped on in its stride. Then
the black found its feet again and gal-
loped forward to the farther gate, and
Lozelle also fonnd his feet and turned
to run,
“Stand! Stand, coward!” yelled 10,
000 volces, and, hearing them, he drew
his sword and stood.
Within three great strides Wulf drag-
ged his charger to Its haunches, then
wheeled it round.

“Charge him!” shouted the multitude,
But Wulf remained seated, as though
unwilling to attack a horseless man.
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e men, who & eary with
g travel, marched up the terrace
h a proud mien, not looking at the
s or any one until they saw the
hren standing side by side, at whom
y stared a little,

Who are you and what is your
sure?’ asked Sinan after he had
d them awhile. “I am the ruler of
comtry. These are my ministers,”
1 he polnted to the dals, “and here is

‘ et‘duum broidered on his robe of
he a{])okesman of the embassy an:
&l him. 1

owledge the emblem of murder, As
our mission, it i& this: We are the
bassadors of Salah-ed-din, command-
of the faithful, sultan of the east.
these papers signed with his signet
 our credentlalg, if you would read

0" answered Sinan, “I have hgard
that chlef. What s his will with

"

seepter,”” and he touched the blood |,

,.J.,_'_ 3 \& .

shall your head
duct guards us till the sunset,

mortal hooor,"”

followed by thelr servants,

der goes his embassy."”

come, but, I fear me, too late.”

of 10,000 spears, and on one of them
be set. Your sate con-
After
that do your worst, a8 we do ours,
High princess, our counsel to you I8
that you slay yourself and so gain im-

Then, bowing to her one by one, they
turned and marched down the terrace,

Now. Sinan waved his hand, and the

court broke up, Rosamund leaving it

first, accompaniéd by Masouda and es-

corted by guards, after which the

brethren were commanded to depart
‘

the hopeful, and from the
high place where they stood
he pointed to the plain be-
peath, across which a band of horse-
men moved at full gallop. “Look! Yon-

. “Aye,” answered Godwin. “He wili

“Yes, brother, unless we go to meet

farther side advanced another proces:
glon, which, opening, revealed the
knight Lozelle riding “on his great
black horse, and a huge man and fierce
he seemed In his armor,

“What!" he shouted, glowering at
them. “Am 1 to fight one against two?
I8 this your chivalry?”

“Nay, nay, Sir Traitor,” nuswered
Wulf, “Nay, nay, betrayer of Chris-
tian malds to the power of the heath-
en dog. You have fought Godwin,
Now it s the turn of Wulf, Kill Wulf
and Godwin remains, Kill Godwin
and God remalns.”

Lozelle heard and seemed to go mad

way. You may fall, thongh that man
at heart {8 a coward, which you are
A, for here courage alone will avall
nothing, but rather skill and horseman:
ship and trick of war. If 8o, then Sir
Godwin fights him, and of this business
none can ftell the end. Should both of
you.go down, then I will do my best to |
save your lady and take her to Salah- |
ed-din, ‘
“Now, If you conquer, Sir Wulf, or if
you fall and your brother conguers, |
both of you-—or one of you, as it may
happen—must gallop back at full speed
toward the stable gate that lles more
than a mile from the castle bridge. |

ered for your pleasure by the lovers
of that woman whom you would honor
with the name of wife?"

Sinan heard and stared at him with
dull, angry eyes.

“Aye, you may gtare,” went on the
maddened Lozelle, “but It is true—-they
are her lovers, not her brothers. Would
men take so much pains for a sister's
suke, think you? Would they swim

gathered on the walls and on the house-
tops to see the fray. There 18 but one
fear, By then a guard may be set be-
fore this mound, If so, you must cat
them down or be cut down and bring
your story to an end. Sir Godwin, here
is another key that you may use if you
are alone, Take It.”

He did so, and she continved:

“Now, If both of you, or one of you,

ter, walked slowly toward Lozelle, as
he walked casting away his lance and
drawlng the great cross hilted sword,

Wulf had no shield and Lozelle had
po helm—the fight was even. They
crouched opposite each other, the
swords flashed aloft in the moonlight;
from far away came the distant clank
of steel, a soft, continual clamor of fron
on iron, A blow fell on Wulf's mall,
who had naught wherewith to guard
himself, and he staggered back, An-
other blow, another and another, and
back, still back, he reeled—back to the
edge of the bridge, back till he struck
the horse that stood behind him, and,

hat scepter we know; it has been | also, N o stop at the gate, but ride | with ¢ Sash
m afar, Twice already we have eut P, or Must you ? with rage or fear, or ‘ resting there 8 moment, as It seemed,
0 its bearers even In the tent of CHAPTER XIV. W, ride like the wind till you reach this | «rorq Sinan,” he shouted in Arablc, resnlr:lged his hnlnn:e.
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every soul within the ecity will have gone you so much service, to be buteh- | pugpaq forward, wieldiog the great

blade In both hands. The stroke It
apon Lozelle's shield and seemed to
ghear It in two, for in that stlliness all
conld hear the clang of Its upper half
as it fell upon the stones. Yes, now It
was Lozelle who rocked and reeled--
aye, by 8t. Cloud, Lozelle who went
down beneath that mighty blow which
missed the head, but fell upon his
ghoulder, and lay there like a log ti

: "
Tiis, Aljenal, A Frank th your | Ml Meseude ik, 10
,and a traltor, has betrayed to you oy b _sighed Godwin, i win through to this cave, enter With nto this net of yours for & sister’s | hragantly the mooniight shone upon his
tertaln Iady, niece of Salah-ed-d\ o B m h.:’& PO% | your horses, lock the door, har It and  gake?” malled hand stretched upward in &
sultan, Salah-ed-din, having been' | ¥ kg Ry sald Wolf wait. It may be I will join you here ' ginan held up his hand for sllence, prayer for mercy. From housetop and
 mgtter by his servin gk e ‘with ‘.: with tbe princess, But If Ido not come | “Let the lots be cast,” he sald, “for | terrace wall, from soaring gates and
i 1'\:;.'-‘:_ scaped from | o ' Wi # by the dawn then kuow that the worst whatever these men are, this fight | patiements, the muititude of the peo-
: smands L7 R el o i adion has happened and fly to Salab-ed-din  must go on, and it shall he talr.” ple of the assassing gathered on elther
Nece, be delivered to him forth- | = 5 e D ooy th; and tell him of this road by which he 8o a dal, standing by himself, cast | gigo the gulf broke Into a roar that
b and with her the head of the rode ll“ln rdens, taking note, ‘"ot may take vengeance upon his foe Bk |ots upon the ground and, having read | peat up the mountain sides like a
nk Lozelle.” . out seeming to do so, of the position nan, Only then, I pray you, doubt not  them, announced that Lozelle must run | ¢ojee of thunder, and the roar ghaped
Me head of the Frank Lozelle he the tall rock and of how it could be | 4.4 | have done my best, who If I tall the first course from the farther slde | j¢eaip to these words:
: approached from every side. Then they | ;¢ gle most borribly. Now, fare of the bridge. Then one took hls bridle | «xin hm! KiI him! Kill him!”

J have, If he will, after tomorrow
As he passed the | ginan held up his hand, and a sudden

. The lady 1 keep,” snarled Sinan,

nt ""‘n rl '

hen, Al-je-bal, in the name of Sa-
d-din, we declare war on you—Wwar
this high place of yours is pulled
b from stone; war till your tribe be
L till the last man, wom

 at a canter and &

went in again and waited for some slgn
or word of Rosamund, but in yain,
That night there was Do feast, and
thetr meal was brought to them In the
guest house, While they sat at it Ma-
gouda appeared for a moment to tell
Mthatmqhadl«votoridotho
bridge In the moonlight and that thelr

not coming to dine with

well. Go; you know the road."”

They turned to obey, but when they
had gone a few paces Godwin looked
round and saw Masouda watching
them, The moonlight shone full upon
her face, and by It he saw also that
tears were running from her dark and
tender eyes. Back he came agaln,

taking ber band, he kissed it and sald:

to lend him across,
brethren he grinned in their faces and
sald:

“At least thig Is sure, you also look
your last upon the moon. [ am
avenged already, He will kill you
both before her eyes to whet his appe-
tite,”

and vanished beneath the farther arch-

above the mountain fortress of Masysf knights shall charge and meet In the

vamw,u%um thelr splen-

or with dagger, but to the vanquished
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To death it Was the farther side was led forward the

din, Its mighty foe.
. harse of Lozelle.

glience fell. Then he, too, gereamed In
his thin volee:

“Kill him! He I8 conquered!”

But the great Wulf only leaned upon
the cross handle of his brand and look-
ed at the fallen foe. Preseutly he
seemed to speak with him; then Lo-

1% M ¥ .‘ v )
i to 39“:;‘0::“:0 feed 0;...‘: h Nm would ‘.'.,u them at a certain and with him Wulf, for that sight But the brethren auswered nothing. gzelle lifted the blade that lay beslde
Sinan rose in fury and rent bis hour, i o g i drew them. Down he bent before her  The black horse of Lozelle grew dim | him and gave it to him in token of
d, | R Vi {1t n‘:‘mm asked §f thelr sister Ros- | i1l his knee touched the ground, and, 4n the distance of the moonlit bridge | gurrender. Wulf handled It awhile,
B0 back,” he sald, . g | amund . ahook It on high in trinmph and whirl-
i nll:cek'a .'.':m ‘;‘.dtndbt:'ll:m lfod: them. Ma: _answered that as the | “Henceforth through life, through \way that led to the outer eity. Then a | ed it about his head till it shone In the
® bumble bom‘m&tlyoub, I, Al-je- ﬂm'ﬁ.ﬂﬂ-m "."z*w It was not | death, we serve two ladies.” And perald cried, Masouda translating bis | mooniight. Next, with a shout, he caat
| do himn mmwtm does not Jawtul "‘!"{‘;-, eat with any | what he did Wulf did also. words, which another herald echoed | it from him far into the gulf,
&, My'q 18 dead, and two other men, éven her brothers, Then as | “Mayhap,” she answered sadly, “tWo from beyond the gulf: Now, taking no more heed of the
wihen .y month of she passed out, ‘a8 though bY | jadles—but one love,” | “hrice will the trumpets blow. At | conquered knight, Wulf turned and be-
8 Once more it was night, und high ¢he third blast of the trumpets the | gan to walk toward his horse.

fearcely was his back toward him

shall take to

‘ Vi : ':m “Remember, M"N'”m ghone the full summer moon. Forth center of the bridge. Thenceforward | when Lozelle was on his feet ngain, o
g ! the moon had from the guest house gate rode the (hey may fght as It pleases them, | dagger In his hand.

‘ ahorse or afoot, with lance, with sword
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